by Karl Peterson 

Snow and cold weather can 
‘cause problems for photo- 
graphers, especially those of us 
who like to get outdoors and 
photograph the unique scenery 
that winter brings. In spite of the 
weather some beautiful shots can 
be taken if we take the 
precautions that seem to be 
necessary this time of year. 

The advent of current photo 
technology has placed a battery 
or two in almost every camera 
made and created a dependency 
on electrical energy in order to 
operate. This has proved to be a 
boon for photographers but has, 
at times, raised havoc when 
shooting in cold weather. When 
venturing outdoors then it is a 
good idea to keep your camera as 


warm as possible. The best way 
to do this is to hang it around 
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your neck and zip it inside your 
coat or parka, taking it out to 
shoot and the zipping it up again. 
Under all but the most severe 
conditions this should keep your 
batteries warm enough to pro- 
vide metering, shutter release, 
and film advance. Just this 
simple step can mean the 
difference between getting the 
photo or a camera that won't 
work. 

Another thing to avoid is 
blowing on the lens or viewfinder 
to clear them of that speck of 
dust that always seems to 
appear. Doing so will only put a 
coating of frost on the glass 
surface you meant to clean. Far 
better to carry a lens cleaning 
brush and use it to remove any 
specks or dirt. 

One other item in the line of 
cold weather maintenance is the 
removal of snow from the 
camera. If we do get snow on it it 
seems to be the natural thing to 
just wipe it off with either our 
hand or a cloth, Carry a shaving 


or small paint brush and just 
brush it off. This will prevent 
smearing up the camera. 


Lets assume though that ‘itis a 
_ beautiful. clear winter day. Not a 


cloud in the sky and the sunlight 
makes the snow sparkle. How 
many times have you taken 
pictures under such conditions 
only to have them lack the 
sparkle and brilliance you want- 
ed to preserve? The problem lies 
in the exposure meter, either 
the one on our camera or a 
seperate one. 

Any meter measures light and 
either sets or recommends an 
exposure based on an average 
‘level of illumination. Snow on a 
bright day is not an average level 
of illumination. I won't explain 
how or why here, but under such 
conditions your meter will 
indicate a setting that will 
underexpose the scene one or 
two stops. resulting in a photo 
that is darker than what you had 
visualized. 

The cure for this is to override 
your meter and give one or two 
stops more exposure. Either 
shoot at the next slowest shutter 
speed or open up the lens 
another stop, i.e., from f8 to f5.6. 
In the case of an automatic 
camera set the ASA/ISO in- 
dicator at either half or one 
quarter the recommended film 
speed. А : 

Finally, take several shots at 
different exposure settings. 
Don't be afraid to use a little film 
in order to get the image you 
want. 3 
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start in Heber when William Willis and 
cabin near their home on 482 S. Main. 


------ Later they built-à new-studio on the site presently occupied by Chick's 
Cafe. Many treasured pictures in old family albums were taken by 
„on Mr. and Mrs. Willis. Mrs. Willis learned the art from her husband 
and then operated the shop while he studied law and became a prominent 


over the business from the Willis’, but 
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did not maintain it long. Another photo studio was operated for a short 
time by Mr. and Mrs, Harold Pool in the Avon Theatre building. Now 
Don Barker does the photography work of the valley. 170 
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